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February 5, 2026

Daniel Scott, A/Director of Trails and Trail Infrastructure
Ministry of Environment & Parks

PO Box 9811

Stn Provincial Government

Victoria, BC

V8W 9W1

Via: email KVR.Trail@gov.bc.ca

Re: Long Term Management Decision KVR Trail
Dear Mr. Scott,

I am writing in response to your letter of February 4, 2026, advising my office of the Ministry’s
decision to permanently deactivate the flood-damaged section of the Kettle Valley Rail Trail
between Princeton and the Coldwater River.

I want to be clear that I am deeply disappointed by this decision and concerned about both the
process and the long-term implications for the communities of Tulameen, Coalmont, and
Princeton. This corridor is more than a recreational trail. It is a key piece of regional
infrastructure that supports tourism, community connectivity, and economic diversification in
resource-dependent towns that are actively working to broaden their economic base.

Tourism is not a “nice-to-have” for these communities. It is a necessary and growing part of their
economic resilience. The Kettle Valley Rail Trail is a foundational asset in that effort, drawing
visitors to local businesses, accommodations, and services, and linking this region to the broader
Trans Canada Trail network. The permanent deactivation of a 67-kilometre segment effectively
removes these communities from that network, with real and lasting economic consequences.

I am also concerned that the decision, as presented, appears short-sighted in its treatment of
existing infrastructure and flood mitigation realities. Portions of this trail corridor function as
diking and erosion control, helping protect adjacent lands and infrastructure during high-water
events. Removing bridges, culverts, and sections of rail prism without a clear and transparent
plan raises serious questions about unintended downstream impacts.
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In that regard, I am requesting clarity on the following:

1.

Flood Mitigation and Infrastructure Protection

What specific steps will be taken during deactivation and rehabilitation to ensure that
existing flood protection functions are not compromised, particularly in areas where the
rail grade currently acts as diking or erosion control?

Will new dikes be erected in areas that have already failed and allowed the river to
compromise private land or jeopardize highway infrastructure?

Cost and Financial Accountability
What is the total projected cost of the deactivation and rehabilitation work?

How much is being spent to rebuild access to get equipment in to remove infrastructure?

What studies have been conducted to estimate these costs, and can those studies be
shared?

Comparative Analysis
What analysis was undertaken comparing the cost of restoration or partial restoration
against the cost of full deactivation and long-term rehabilitation?

Was the economic value of tourism, community connectivity, and regional development
factored into that analysis?

Rerouting and Connectivity
Has a reroute been proposed or is one under consideration to maintain continuity of the
Trans Canada Trail and preserve tourism potential for the region?

If not, why?
Community Engagement

How were the directly affected communities meaningfully involved in exploring
alternatives before this decision was finalized?

The people of Tulameen, Coalmont, and Princeton have already borne significant impacts from
the 2021 atmospheric river event. Decisions of this magnitude should not compound those
impacts without clear justification, transparency, and a demonstrated effort to preserve long-term
community and economic resilience.
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I look forward to a detailed response to the questions above and would welcome a meeting with
Ministry staff to discuss this decision and potential alternatives in greater depth.

Sincerely,

Donegal Wilson
MLA Boundary-Similkameen
Opposition Critic for Water, Lands, Natural Resource Stewardship, and Wildlife
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