9‘DERS ASSOO/

e

WHEEL DRIVE

BC WILDLIFE FEDERATION

September 26™, 2025

The Honourable Ravi Parmar
Minister of Forests
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

The Honourable Randene Neill

Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

Dear Ministers Parmar & Neill,

Re: Incomappleux Forest Service Road Closure and Deactivation — Request for Update and
Consultation

On behalf of the Quad Riders ATV Association of BC (ATVBC), the BC Wildlife Federation, and the
Four Wheel Drive Association of BC, we are writing to express concern regarding the Ministry of
Forests’ December 6, 2024 letter outlining the closure and planned deactivation of the
Incomappleux Forest Service Road (FSR).

That communication identified the closure under Section 22.2(3) of the Forest and Range Practices
Act, the development of draft deactivation prescriptions, and the intention to remove the Crevice
Bridge at 0.3 km as the final stage of deactivation.

Since then, our organizations have been contacted by numerous residents, recreational users, and
members of the public who are deeply concerned about:

e The permanent loss of access to the Incomappleux Valley, an area of historic, cultural, and
recreationalimportance.

o The lack of clarity around consultation opportunities for affected stakeholders.

o Safetyrisks associated with forcing access into unmanaged wilderness terrain rather than
maintaining or adapting the existing route.

o The absence of transparency on timelines, mitigations, or alternatives to preserve
reasonable public access.

We fully recognize the Ministry’s responsibility to address public safety and environmental risks.
However, decisions of this magnitude — affecting residents, recreation users, local economies,
and the public’s ability to access Crown lands — must be carried out in a transparent, coordinated,
and consultative manner.



We are therefore requesting that the Province:
1. Provide an update on the current status of the deactivation planning process.

2. Confirm whether draft prescriptions have been finalized and the schedule for the proposed
2025 works.

3. Clarify how stakeholder and public consultation will occur before final decisions are
implemented.

4. Explore alternatives that balance safety with continued community and recreational
access.

We urge you to ensure this process is handled in a way that reflects the values and priorities of
British Columbians — supporting both responsible land management and fair access to our public
lands.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you and your staff to discuss these concerns
further.

Sincerely,

% A~Jal o W %%
Kristin Parsons, ATVBC David Oliver, BC Wildlife Federation
executivedirector@atvbc.ca access@bcwf.bc.ca

Brian Pratt, Four Wheel Drive Association of BC

brianp@4wdabc.ca

CC: Minister of Forests, Honourable Ravi Parmar
Ministry of WLRS, Honourable Randene Neill
MLA Scott Mclnnis
MP Rob Morrison
ATVBC - Advocacy & Land Use Committee

Arrow Lakes ATV Club
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