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October 8, 2025
VIA EMAIL

Kristin Parsons. ATVBC, executivedirector@atvbc.ca
David Oliver, BC Wildlife Federation Access Chairperson, access@bcwf.bc.ca
Brian Pratt, Four Wheel Drive Association of BC, brianp@4wdabc.ca

Dear Kristin Parsons, David Oliver and Brian Pratt,

Thank you for your email of September 26, 2025 to Julia Podealuk, regarding and update
on the planned deactivation of the Incomappleux Forest Service Road (FSR).

The final deactivation prescriptions remain unchanged from the draft prescriptions
previously provided. Field work on the FSR was completed this week for this field
season and included: finishing the redecking of the Crevice Bridge (N5-125), installing
new curbs on the Pool Creek Bridge (N5-034) and removing the Menhinick Creek Bridge
(N5-036) due to safety concerns. This work was necessary to facilitate future
deactivation work. No additional deactivation was completed.

2026 planned work includes the deactivation of Branch 1from Waypoint 1-1 to WP1-
15A, removal of the N5-035 bridge, and deactivation on Branch 2 on the east side of the
river back to the Cambourne townsite. The draft prescriptions for Branch 2 are being
developed this fall. The Crevice Bridge is expected to be removed in 2027.

This road closure has been communicated to landowners in the valley through posted
notices on the FSR, by letter via posted mailin 2021, 2023, 2024 and 2025 and by email.
There has been information posted on the Selkirk Natural Resource District road safety
information website since 2020, advising that the FSR was closed and that there was no
planned repair date. Additionally, there have been signs posted at the start of the FSR
indicating that the road is closed due to public safety concerns.

Draft prescriptions were available for public review and comment. Feedback received
was considered and reviewed. Questions received from the public feedback were
compiled into a Frequently Asked Questions document that was posted on the Selkirk
Natural Resource District Road Safety website and distributed to anyone that had
submitted comments.

The Ministry of Forests (MOF) understands that private landowners and recreational
users have an interest in keeping the FSR open for their access. The road does not meet
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the MOF Engineering Program funding policy and due to the failing infrastructure, risk to
users and the environment, needs to be deactivated.

As previously communicated, if another entity wishes to assume the road, there is the
opportunity to do so under the Land Act. Information about applying for a Licence of
Occupation under the Land Act for roadway purposes can be found here: Land use -
roadways - Province of British Columbia. Further clarification about the process for an
application should be directed to FrontCounter BC and Lands staff in the Ministry of
Water Lands and Resource Stewardship (WLRS).

Again, thank you for writing and sharing your concerns.

Sincerely,

Kl 7.

Russ Laroche
Regional Executive Director
Kootenay Boundary Region

pc: Honorable Ravi Parmar, Minister of Forests
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