June 4th, 2026

To: Hon. Ravi Parmar, Minister of Forests

Parliament Buildings
Victoria, British Columbia V8V 1X4

Re: Urgent Follow-Up — Request for Immediate Pause of Incomappleux FSR
Deactivation Activities

Since December 2024, our stakeholder group has repeatedly attempted to engage with
staff with the Selkirk Resource District to identify a constructive solution to concerns
regarding the proposed closure of the Incomappleux Forest Service Road. Our members
have provided detailed accounts of the serious concerns about access to homes, Crown
land, road jurisdiction, environmental liability, mineral tenure, wildfire response, and the
legal status of the road corridor. The only response we received from your staff was a
direction to apply for a road permit, however they would still proceed with the closure
regardless.

A public petition to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia calling for a halt to
deactivation and the preservation of viable access has already gathered more than 2,000
signatures, with 1,200 online and an additional 800+ in-person in under 60 days. Our
press release on April 6, 2026 outlined our call to action.

On May 15, 2026, our coalition of property owners, recreation organizations, conservation
interests, local industry, and rural British Columbians submitted a formal letter to your
office requesting an immediate Stop Work Order on all deactivation and bridge removal
activities on the Incomappleux Forest Service Road (FSR). That letter identified serious
unresolved concerns spanning jurisdictional authority, private property access,
environmental liability, mineral tenure, wildfire emergency response, and most crucially,
the legal status of the road corridor itself.

Since that letter was sent, two letters issued by the Selkirk Resource District, dated May
27 and May 28, 2026, have been received by affected property owners. These letters
confirm that deactivation fieldwork is scheduled to begin as early as June 9, 2026. The
planned work includes removal of bridges N5-037 and N5-036, road deactivation from
Waypoints 1-1 to 1-15, and data collection for the removal of bridges N5-035 and N5-125
in the 2027 field season. At least one property owner has been explicitly advised that this
summer’s work will permanently remove vehicle access to their private property.


https://www.change.org/p/the-incomappleux-forest-service-road-not-be-deactivated
https://atvbc.ca/stakeholders-call-for-pause-on-incomappleux-road-deactivation/
https://atvbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Incomappleux_StopWork_Letter_Final-Sent.pdf

Stakeholders are deeply concerned by the timing of these notices. Following our May 15
request for a Stop Work Order and stakeholder discussions, no response was received
from the Ministry. Instead, affected parties were advised on May 28 that deactivation work
could begin on June 9, providing only 11 days notice before the commencement of work
that may permanently eliminate access and foreclose solutions currently being explored by
affected landowners and stakeholders. Notably, many of these solutions are being
pursued in direct response to suggestions previously provided by Ministry staff.

This limited timeframe leaves little opportunity for meaningful engagement, review of the
concerns raised, or consideration of alternative solutions. The sequence of events creates
the perception that irreversible decisions are moving forward before affected stakeholders
have had a reasonable opportunity to participate in discussions or pursue options
previously identified by Ministry staff.

This coalition is actively working to identify a constructive path forward. Local owners
have initiated processes to maintain or transfer responsibility for the FSR, including
options under the Land Act, consistent with suggestions by Ministry staff.

The critical point is this: any viable solution requires that the bridge infrastructure
remain intact. Proceeding with bridge removal now forecloses every option the Ministry
has itself identified as potentially available to affected parties. The window to resolve this
constructively is open, but bridge removal will close it permanently. This stakeholder
group, and local property owners, very much want to move forward in a positive way to
find solutions that maintain access.

We therefore repeat our request with urgency: the Province must immediately halt all
further deactivation and bridge removal activities on the Incomappleux FSR
pending written responses to the issues raised in our May 15 letter and the convening of
a stakeholder meeting to discuss practical solutions.

Given that work is scheduled to begin on June 9, 2026, we respectfully request an
urgent written response and confirmation that deactivation activities will be paused
pending stakeholder discussions.

On behalf of the following organisations, landowners, and community members:

Sincerely,

* Arrow Lakes ATV Club

* Arrow Lakes Ridge Riders Snowmobile Club



+ Association of Mineral Exploration BC (AMEBC)

* ATVBC Quad Riders Association of BC (ATVBC)

» BC Powersports Dealers Association (BCPDA)

* BC Snowmobile Federation (BCSF)

» BC Wildlife Federation (BCWF)

* David Oliver, Community Member

» Four-wheel Drive Association of BC (4wdabc)

» Jack Denny, Local Resident and Prospector

« John Mirko, Local Resident and Mining Claim and Crown Grant Holder

» Kim and Chris Hubert, Landowners, Incomappleux River Ranch Inc.

* Louise Stanway, Landowner

* Nakusp Rod and Gun Club

* Public Land Use Society (PLUS)
* Revelstoke ATV Club

* Trout Lake Retreat

* Winsor Hotel in Trout Lake

CC:
Hon. Premier David Eby

Hon. Mike Farnworth, Minister of Transportation and Transit

Hon. Randene Neill, Minister of Water, Land, and Resource Stewardship
Hon. Jagrup Brar, Minister of Mining and Critical Minerals

Hon. Tamara Davidson, Minister of Environment and Parks

Hon. Brittny Anderson, Minister of State for Local Govt and Rural Communities
MLA Scott Mclnnis, Columbia River Revelstoke

Ward Stamer, MLA, Critic for Forests

Harman Bhangu, MLA, Critic for Transportation

Donegal Wilson, MLA, Critic for Water, Lands, Resource Stewardship
Pete Davis, MLA, Ciritic for Mining, Critical Minerals and Columbia Treaty
Trevor Halford, MLA, Critic for Environment and Parks

Kerry-Lynne Findlay, Leader of the Conservative Party of BC

Incomappleux Stakeholder Group Participants



