July 1st, 2026

Hon. Anne Kang

Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sport
Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

Re: Invitation to Attend the Incomappleux Valley Ministerial Field Briefing — Understanding the
Tourism and Economic Impacts of the Proposed Forest Service Road Deactivation

Dear Minister Kang,

| am writing on behalf of the Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition to respectfully invite you, or a
representative from your Ministry, to attend a Ministerial Field Briefing in the Incomappleux Valley
on Wednesday, July 8, 2026.

The purpose of this field briefing is to provide provincial decision-makers with the opportunity to
experience the valley firsthand and hear directly from those who will be affected by the proposed
deactivation of the Incomappleux Forest Service Road.

While much of the discussion surrounding this proposal has focused on road management and
public safety, our coalition is equally concerned about the long-term impacts on recreation,
tourism, and the rural economies that depend on continued access to British Columbia's
backcountry.

The Incomappleux Valley is a destination for a wide variety of outdoor recreation activities
throughout the year, including:

e backcountry camping;

e hiking;

e ATV and off-road motorcycling;

e four-wheel drive recreation;

e snowmobiling and winter recreation;
¢ fishing and hunting;

e wildlife viewing and photography;

e historic and cultural tourism; and

e backcountry exploration.

These visitors support local accommodations, restaurants, fuel stations, grocery stores, outfitters,
guiding businesses, equipment dealers, and other tourism-related businesses in communities
throughout the region.



Our concern is not simply the loss of access to one Forest Service Road, but the potential long-
term impacts on a recreation destination that contributes to local employment, visitor spending,
and the economic resilience of surrounding rural communities.

To date, stakeholders have not seen evidence that these tourism and economic impacts have been
comprehensively assessed before decisions regarding permanent bridge removal and road
deactivation were advanced.

We believe your Ministry's perspective is important to ensuring that the Province fully understands
both the opportunities and the potential consequences associated with this proposal.

The July 8 field briefing will provide an opportunity to:
e experience the Incomappleux Valley firsthand;

e heardirectly from local businesses, tourism operators, recreation organizations, property
owners, and community members;

e better understand how access supports tourism and recreation throughout the region;
o discuss the potential economic implications for rural communities; and

e explore practical solutions that balance public safety with continued access and
sustainable tourism.

Following the site visit, participants are invited to return to the Trout Lake Community Hall for a
community barbecue and informal networking reception, providing an opportunity for continued
discussion with local residents and stakeholders.

The Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition believes that informed decisions are strengthened
through firsthand observation and meaningful dialogue. We would be honoured to welcome you or
members of your Ministry to this important discussion.

Thank you for considering our invitation. We hope your Ministry will take this opportunity to better
understand the significance of the Incomappleux Valley as a recreation and tourism destination
and the potential implications that permanent access changes may have for rural British Columbia.

Should you require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
We look forward to your response.
Sincerely,

Kristin Parsons
On behalf of the Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition

Enclosure: Ministerial Field Briefing Invitation
cc:
e Hon. David Eby, Premier of British Columbia

e Hon. Ravi Parmar, Minister of Forests



Hon. Brittny Anderson, Minister of State for Local Government and Rural Communities
Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition Members

e Arrow Lakes ATV Club

e Arrow Lakes Ridge Riders Snowmobile Club
e Association of Mineral Exploration BC

e ATVBC Quad Riders Association of BC

e BC Powersports Dealers Association

e BC Snowmobile Federation

e BC Wildlife Federation

e David Oliver, Community Member

e Four-wheel Drive Association of BC

e |ncomappleux River Ranch Inc.

e Jack Denny, Local resident and prospector
e John Mirko, Local resident and mining claim holder
e Kim and Chris Hubert, Landowners

e Louise Stanway, Landowner

e Nakusp Rod And Gun Club

e Public Land Use Society

e Revelstoke ATV Club

e Trout Lake Recreational Club

e Trout Lake Retreat

e Windsor Hotel in Trout Lake



