July 1st, 2026

Hon. Mike Farnworth
Minister of Transportation and Transit
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

Re: Request for Ministry Response — Incomappleux Forest Service Road Jurisdiction, Legal
Status and Ministry of Forests June 15, 2026 Response

Dear Minister Farnworth,

On May 15, 2026, a coalition of property owners, recreation organizations, conservation interests,
local businesses, and rural British Columbians submitted a letter to the Minister of Forests
requesting an immediate stop work order on the proposed deactivation and bridge removal on the
Incomappleux Forest Service Road. Issues raised in that correspondence extend well beyond the
mandate of the Ministry of Forests, and specifically identify matters falling within the
responsibilities of the Ministry of Transportation and Transit. Our letter was copied to your office in
recognition of those responsibilities.

OnJune 15, 2026, the Ministry of Forests responded to our submission. While the response
originated from the Ministry of Forests, it contains a number of statements regarding matters that
fall within your Ministry's jurisdiction, including the legal status of the corridor, its historical
administration as a public road, and the Ministry of Transportation and Transit's position regarding
ownership and jurisdiction.

To date, however, we have not received any direct response from your Ministry.

Accordingly, we respectfully request that the Ministry of Transportation and Transit advise whether
the June 15, 2026 correspondence from the Ministry of Forests accurately reflects your Ministry's
position. In addition, we request that your Ministry provide a response to the outstanding matters
outlined below.

1. Jurisdiction of the Incomappleux Road Corridor
The Ministry of Forests states that:

"Both the Ministry of Forests and the Ministry of Transportation and Transit confirm that the road is
under the administration and control of the Ministry of Forests."

Can the Ministry confirm the validity of this statement, and outline the legal rationale and authority
upon which this conclusion is based, including:

e the statutory authority supporting this conclusion;
e the date upon which jurisdiction transferred;

¢ thelegalinstrument or Order in Council authorizing the transfer;



e confirmation that all statutory requirements for discontinuance of a public road were met;
and

e confirmation that the Ministry of Transportation and Transit no longer retains any legal
interest or responsibility for any portion of the corridor.

2. Historical Public Road Status

Stakeholders have obtained numerous provincial records indicating that portions of the
Incomappleux corridor were originally established and administered as Public Road No. 70 under
the Highway Act.

These records include references to:

Fish River Road No. 70;

e Public Road/ Forest Service Road Conversion;

e Transfer of Part of Public Road No. 70 to Forest Service Road;

e historical Ministry of Highways files; and

o Registered Document KP6053 held by the Land Title and Survey Authority.
We respectfully request that your Ministry confirm:

e whether the corridor was historically gazetted as a public road;

¢ whether that status was ever formally discontinued;

o the statutory authority used to discontinue any public road status; and

e whether any residual public highway interests remain today.
3. Historical Transfer to the Ministry of Forests

The June 15 response states that the transfer occurred in two phases beginning in 1989 and
concluding in 1999/2000.

We respectfully request copies of, or references to:
e Ordersin Council;
e (Gazette notices;
o transfer agreements;
e statutory approvals;
e survey plans;
e legal opinions;

e internal Ministry decisions; and



e any documentation confirming completion of the transfer process.

If portions of the transfer were only "agreed to in principle," as referenced in historical
correspondence obtained by stakeholders, please clarify when and how those agreements became

legally effective.
4. Registered Document KP6053

Our May 15 correspondence requested clarification regarding Registered Document KP6053 and
related Highway Act records.

To date, these questions remain unanswered.
We respectfully request that your Ministry advise:

e whether your Ministry has reviewed KP60583;

o whether it affects the current legal status of the corridor;

e whetherit has been superseded; and

e whether the Ministry relied upon this document in reaching its conclusions.
5. Highway Act Responsibilities

The Ministry of Forests advises that legislative mechanisms exist under section 60 of the
Transportation Act and section 121(9) of the Forest Act to close surplus roads.

We respectfully request that your Ministry clarify:

o whether section 60 of the Transportation Act has been invoked in relation to the
Incomappleux corridor;

o whether your Ministry has exercised any authority respecting this corridor;

e whether your Ministry considers the Transportation Act applicable to any portion of the
road; and

e whether any approvals from your Ministry were required before the Ministry of Forests
proceeded with deactivation.

6. Ministry Review

Given the significance of the issues involved—including access to private property, historical public
road status, and the potential permanent removal of public infrastructure—we respectfully request
confirmation that your Ministry independently reviewed these matters before the June 15 response

was issued.

If so, we ask that you identify:
e the branches involved in the review;

¢ whether legal counsel participated;



e whether historical records were examined; and

e whether your Ministry concurs with each of the statements attributed to itin the June 15
correspondence.

7. Future Coordination

Our stakeholder coalition continues to believe that the issues surrounding the Incomappleux
corridor extend well beyond the mandate of any single ministry.

Accordingly, we respectfully request that the Ministry of Transportation and Transit provide its own
written response to the matters identified above and confirm whether it supports the continued
deactivation of the corridor in light of the outstanding questions respecting jurisdiction, statutory
authority, and historical public road status.

Recognizing the significance of this matter and the importance of informed decision-making, the
Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition will be hosting an on-site field briefing and site tour on
Wednesday, July 8, 2026, in the Incomappleux Valley. The purpose of this event is to provide
Ministers, ministry staff, elected officials, affected landowners, Indigenous representatives,
recreation organizations, industry stakeholders, and community members with the opportunity to
view the area firsthand and hear directly from those who will be affected by the proposed
deactivation.

We would welcome the attendance of you or members of your staff. Experiencing the valley and
hearing directly from impacted communities would provide valuable context to the issues outlined
in this correspondence and assist in understanding the implications of the proposed closure.

Given the interconnected nature of these issues, we also welcome the opportunity to meet with
your Ministry following the field briefing to discuss the matters outlined in this correspondence and
to explore collaborative solutions that address the interests of all affected parties.

Closing

We appreciate your attention to this matter and respectfully request a written response within 21
days.

Sincerely,
On behalf of the Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition

cc:

Hon. Ravi Parmar, Minister of Forests

Hon. David Eby, Premier of British Columbia

Hon. Randene Neill, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

Hon. Tamara Davidson, Minister of Environment and Parks

Hon. Jagrup Brar, Minister of Mining and Critical Minerals

Hon. Brittny Anderson, Minister of State for Local Government and Rural Communities

Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition Members

e Arrow Lakes ATV Club



e Arrow Lakes Ridge Riders Snowmobile Club
e Association of Mineral Exploration BC

e ATVBC Quad Riders Association of BC

e BC Powersports Dealers Association

e BC Snowmobile Federation

e BC Wildlife Federation

e David Oliver, Community Member

e Four-wheel Drive Association of BC

e |ncomappleux River Ranch Inc.

e Jack Denny, Local resident and prospector
e John Mirko, Local resident and mining claim holder
e Kim and Chris Hubert, Landowners

e Louise Stanway, Landowner

e Nakusp Rod And Gun Club

e Public Land Use Society

o Revelstoke ATV Club

e Trout Lake Recreational Club

e Trout Lake Retreat

e Windsor Hotel in Trout Lake

Appendix: Statements in the June 15, 2026 Ministry of Forests Response Referencing the Ministry
of Transportation and Transit



