
July 1st, 2026 

 

Hon. Brittny Anderson 
Minister of State for Local Government and Rural Communities 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 

Re: Request for Ministry Response – Rural Community Impacts and Ministry of Forests June 
15, 2026 Response 

Dear Minister Anderson, 

On May 15, 2026, a coalition of property owners, recreation organizations, conservation interests, 
local businesses, and rural British Columbians submitted a letter to the Minister of Forests 
requesting an immediate stop work order on the proposed deactivation and bridge removal on the 
Incomappleux Forest Service Road. 

While the proposed deactivation is being led by the Ministry of Forests, the potential impacts 
extend well beyond forest management. The Incomappleux Valley supports rural residents, tourism 
operators, recreation organizations, local businesses, historic resource industries, and 
communities that rely on continued access to the valley. For this reason, our original 
correspondence was also copied to your office in recognition of your Ministry's responsibility to 
support resilient rural communities throughout British Columbia. 

On June 15, 2026, the Ministry of Forests responded to our submission. Although the response 
addresses several technical matters, it does not identify how the broader impacts on rural 
communities, economic development, tourism, or community resilience were evaluated. To date, 
we have not received a direct response from your Ministry. 

Accordingly, we respectfully request that your Ministry confirm whether the June 15, 2026 
correspondence accurately reflects your Ministry's position and provide clarification on the 
following matters. 

1. Rural Community Impacts 

The proposed deactivation has the potential to affect far more than access to a Forest Service 
Road. It may also influence the long-term social and economic well-being of surrounding rural 
communities. 

We respectfully request that your Ministry clarify: 

• whether it was consulted before the decision was made to proceed with permanent road 
deactivation; 

• whether it assessed the potential impacts on rural residents, seasonal property owners, 
and community services; 

• whether your Ministry supports the conclusions reached by the Ministry of Forests; and 



• whether the Province considered alternative approaches that would address public safety 
concerns while maintaining reasonable access for rural communities. 

2. Tourism and Local Economic Development 

The Incomappleux Valley contributes to recreation-based tourism and supports businesses that 
rely on visitors accessing the area for outdoor recreation, backcountry experiences, and resource-
based activities. 

We respectfully request that your Ministry advise: 

• whether the potential impacts on tourism and local businesses were evaluated; 

• whether an assessment was undertaken regarding the economic contribution of recreation 
and tourism within the valley; 

• whether the proposed deactivation aligns with the Province's objectives for rural economic 
development; and 

• whether any mitigation measures have been considered to reduce impacts on local 
communities and businesses. 

3. Community Resilience and Emergency Access 

Maintaining reliable transportation corridors is an important component of community resilience, 
particularly in remote areas where access may be required for emergency response, wildfire 
management, search and rescue, property access, and infrastructure maintenance. 

We respectfully request that your Ministry clarify: 

• whether the implications for rural resilience and emergency preparedness were considered; 

• whether your Ministry assessed how permanently reducing vehicle access may affect the 
ability of communities to respond to emergencies; 

• whether alternative access solutions were explored before permanent deactivation was 
selected; and 

• whether your Ministry believes the proposed approach supports the Province's long-term 
objectives for resilient rural communities. 

4. Ministry Review 

Given your Ministry's mandate to support the long-term sustainability of British Columbia's rural 
communities, we respectfully request confirmation that your Ministry independently reviewed the 
community and economic implications of the proposed deactivation before the June 15 response 
was issued. 

If so, we would appreciate confirmation of: 

• the branches involved in the review; 

• whether rural development specialists participated; 



• whether local government or regional representatives were consulted; and 

• whether your Ministry concurs with the Province's current approach. 

Recognizing the significance of this matter and the importance of informed decision-making, the 
Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition will be hosting a Ministerial Field Briefing in the 
Incomappleux Valley on Wednesday, July 8, 2026. 

We would welcome the attendance of you or members of your staff. This field briefing will provide 
an opportunity to hear directly from local residents, property owners, recreation organizations, 
tourism operators, businesses, and community leaders regarding the long-term implications of the 
proposed deactivation for rural British Columbia. 

Closing 

We appreciate your attention to this matter and respectfully request a written response within 21 
days. 

We also welcome the opportunity to meet with your Ministry following the July 8 field briefing to 
discuss practical solutions that support resilient rural communities while balancing public safety, 
environmental stewardship, and responsible access to the Incomappleux Valley. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

On behalf of the Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition 

cc: 

• Hon. David Eby, Premier of British Columbia 

• Hon. Ravi Parmar, Minister of Forests 

• Hon. Mike Farnworth, Minister of Transportation and Transit 

• Hon. Randene Neill, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 

• Hon. Tamara Davidson, Minister of Environment and Parks 

• Hon. Jagrup Brar, Minister of Mining and Critical Minerals 

• Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition Members 

o Arrow Lakes ATV Club 
o Arrow Lakes Ridge Riders Snowmobile Club 
o Association of Mineral Exploration BC 
o ATVBC Quad Riders Association of BC 
o BC Powersports Dealers Association 
o BC Snowmobile Federation 
o BC Wildlife Federation 
o David Oliver, Community Member 



o Four-wheel Drive Association of BC 
o Incomappleux River Ranch Inc. 
o Jack Denny, Local resident and prospector  
o John Mirko, Local resident and mining claim holder 
o Kim and Chris Hubert, Landowners  
o Louise Stanway, Landowner 
o Nakusp Rod And Gun Club 
o Public Land Use Society 
o Revelstoke ATV Club 
o Trout Lake Recreational Club 
o Trout Lake Retreat 
o Windsor Hotel in Trout Lake 

Appendix: Statements in the June 15, 2026 Ministry of Forests Response Relevant to Rural 
Community Impacts. 

 


