
July 1st, 2026 

 

Hon. Jagrup Brar 
Minister of Mining and Critical Minerals 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 

Re: Request for Ministry Response – Mineral Tenure, Future Resource Development and 
Ministry of Forests June 15, 2026 Response 

Dear Minister Brar, 

On May 15, 2026, a coalition of property owners, recreation organizations, conservation interests, 
local businesses, and rural British Columbians submitted a letter to the Minister of Forests 
requesting an immediate stop work order on the proposed deactivation and bridge removal on the 
Incomappleux Forest Service Road. Our correspondence identified several issues that fall within 
the mandate of the Ministry of Mining and Critical Minerals, including access to mineral tenures, 
historic mine sites, future exploration opportunities, Environmental Land Use Act (ELUA) 
restrictions, and the potential long-term impacts of permanently removing vehicle access into the 
Incomappleux Valley. 

On June 15, 2026, the Ministry of Forests responded to our submission. While the response 
originated from the Ministry of Forests, it contains statements relating to matters within your 
Ministry's mandate, including historic mine remediation and advising stakeholders that questions 
regarding compensation should be directed to the Ministry of Mining and Critical Minerals. 

To date, however, we have not received any direct response from your Ministry. 

Accordingly, we respectfully request that the Ministry of Mining and Critical Minerals confirm 
whether the June 15, 2026 correspondence accurately reflects your Ministry's position. If the 
Ministry of Forests' response does not fully reflect your Ministry's position on matters within your 
mandate, we respectfully request that you identify those areas and provide your Ministry's own 
response. 

1. Mineral Tenure, Exploration and Future Resource Development 

The Incomappleux Valley contains significant mineral resources, including approximately 70 
mineral tenures held by eight organizations, together with Crown grants and historic mining 
interests. 

While mineral claim registration within portions of the valley is currently restricted under an 
Environmental Land Use Act (ELUA) Order, this restriction is temporary and is presently 
scheduled to expire on June 30, 2027. 

The proposed deactivation of the Incomappleux Forest Service Road has implications that extend 
well beyond existing tenure holders. Although new mineral and placer claims cannot currently be 
registered within the ELUA area, vehicle access through the corridor remains essential to support 



existing mineral tenures, historic mine sites, and access to mineral claims located outside the 
current ELUA designation. 

Stakeholders are concerned that permanent removal of the road infrastructure may create a long-
term barrier to responsible mineral exploration and development that extends well beyond the 
duration of the current ELUA restrictions. 

We respectfully request that your Ministry clarify: 

• whether it has assessed the implications of permanent road deactivation on the 
approximately 70 existing mineral tenures and associated Crown grants within the 
Incomappleux area; 

• whether it has assessed the impacts on access to mineral claims located outside the 
current ELUA designation that rely on the Incomappleux Forest Service Road; 

• whether the Ministry has evaluated how permanent loss of vehicle access may affect future 
mineral exploration opportunities should the ELUA restrictions expire after June 30, 2027; 

• whether the Ministry has assessed the potential impacts on future mineral investment and 
economic development opportunities within the broader region; 

• how these potential impacts were considered during the Province's decision-making 
process; 

• whether your Ministry was consulted before the decision to proceed with permanent road 
deactivation; and 

• whether your Ministry supports the conclusions reached by the Ministry of Forests. 

2. Historic Mine Sites and Environmental Responsibilities 

Stakeholders remain concerned that permanent removal of road access may affect future 
remediation, monitoring, and management of historic mine sites and legacy environmental issues 
within the valley. 

We respectfully request that your Ministry advise: 

• whether it has assessed the long-term implications of reduced vehicle access for historic 
mine remediation and monitoring; 

• whether future remediation activities can reasonably be completed if bridge infrastructure 
is removed; 

• whether alternative access arrangements have been considered to support future 
reclamation obligations; and 

• whether your Ministry believes permanent deactivation is compatible with the Province's 
long-term responsibilities for historic mine reclamation and environmental management. 

3. Impacts on Mineral Tenure Holders and Future Development 



The Ministry of Forests has advised stakeholders that questions regarding compensation should be 
directed to the Ministry of Mining and Critical Minerals. 

However, stakeholders are equally concerned about the broader implications that permanent road 
deactivation may have on existing mineral tenure holders and on the Province's long-term resource 
development objectives. 

We respectfully request clarification regarding: 

• whether the Province has assessed the impacts that permanent road deactivation may 
have on the accessibility and value of existing mineral tenures and Crown grants; 

• whether the Ministry has assessed the cumulative impacts on mineral exploration within 
the broader region, including areas beyond the current ELUA designation; 

• whether any compensation mechanism, mitigation process, or other support exists for 
tenure holders whose access may be permanently affected; 

• whether your Ministry has completed an assessment of the potential economic impacts 
associated with the proposed deactivation; and 

• whether your Ministry communicated its position on these matters to the Ministry of Forests 
prior to the June 15 response. 

4. Ministry Review 

Given the significant mineral resources, historic mining activity, and future exploration potential 
within the Incomappleux Valley, we respectfully request confirmation that your Ministry 
independently reviewed these matters before the June 15 response was issued. 

If so, we would appreciate confirmation of: 

• the branches involved in the review; 

• whether mineral tenure specialists participated; 

• whether geological or resource development specialists were consulted; 

• whether legal counsel was consulted; and 

• whether your Ministry concurs with the statements made on its behalf in the Ministry of 
Forests' June 15 correspondence. 

Recognizing the significance of this matter and the importance of informed decision-making, the 
Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition will be hosting a Ministerial Field Briefing in the 
Incomappleux Valley on Wednesday, July 8, 2026. 

We would welcome the attendance of you or members of your staff. The field briefing will provide 
an opportunity to visit locations associated with historic mining activity, hear directly from mineral 
tenure holders and industry representatives, and better understand the potential implications of 
the proposed deactivation for future mineral exploration, investment, and responsible resource 
development. 



Closing 

We appreciate your attention to this matter and respectfully request a written response within 21 
days. 

We also welcome the opportunity to meet with your Ministry following the July 8 field briefing to 
discuss practical solutions that support responsible mineral development while maintaining 
appropriate long-term access for mineral exploration, historic mine remediation, and existing 
tenure holders. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

On behalf of the Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition 

cc: 

• Hon. David Eby, Premier of British Columbia 

• Hon. Ravi Parmar, Minister of Forests 

• Hon. Mike Farnworth, Minister of Transportation and Transit 

• Hon. Randene Neill, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 

• Hon. Tamara Davidson, Minister of Environment and Parks 

• Hon. Brittny Anderson, Minister of State for Local Government and Rural Communities 

• Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition Members 

Appendix: Statements in the June 15, 2026 Ministry of Forests Response Referencing the Ministry 
of Mining and Critical Minerals. 

 


