
July 1st, 2026 

Hon. David Eby 
Premier of British Columbia 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 

Re: Request for Premier's Leadership – Incomappleux Forest Service Road and the Need for 
Meaningful Government Engagement 

Dear Premier Eby, 

On May 15, 2026, the Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition wrote to the Minister of Forests 
requesting an immediate stop work order on the proposed deactivation and bridge removal 
associated with the Incomappleux Forest Service Road. 

Our coalition represents a broad range of interests, including private property owners, recreation 
organizations, conservation advocates, tourism operators, local businesses, mineral tenure 
holders, and rural community representatives. While our members bring different perspectives, we 
are united by a common concern that decisions of this magnitude should be informed through 
meaningful consultation, inter-ministerial collaboration, and the careful consideration of practical 
alternatives before irreversible actions are taken. 

Unfortunately, despite repeated efforts over many months, we have been unable to secure 
meaningful engagement with the Province regarding these concerns. 

While the Ministry of Forests provided a written response on June 15, 2026, that correspondence 
did not address many of the fundamental questions raised by stakeholders and, in several 
instances, spoke to matters that fall within the mandates of other ministries. To date, we have not 
received direct responses from those ministries, nor have we been provided with an opportunity to 
meet collectively with the Province to discuss the issues or explore potential solutions. 

This has been particularly disappointing given that the proposed deactivation raises issues 
extending well beyond forest management, including: 

• transportation and historical road jurisdiction; 

• Crown land administration; 

• environmental stewardship and protected area management; 

• historic mine remediation and mineral tenure; 

• recreation and tourism; 

• emergency access and public safety; and 

• the long-term resilience of rural communities. 

These are not issues that can reasonably be considered within the mandate of a single ministry. 



Throughout this process, our coalition has consistently sought a collaborative approach. We have 
not simply identified concerns—we have proposed alternatives, requested meetings, shared 
historical records, offered stewardship solutions, and expressed a willingness to work 
constructively with government to identify options that balance public safety with continued 
access and responsible environmental stewardship. 

To date, those efforts have not resulted in the meaningful dialogue that we believe such a 
significant decision warrants. 

Accordingly, we respectfully request your assistance in ensuring that this matter receives the 
coordinated leadership it requires. 

Specifically, we ask that you: 

• direct the relevant ministries to provide independent responses to the matters that fall 
within their respective mandates; 

• facilitate an inter-ministerial meeting with representatives of the Incomappleux Stakeholder 
Coalition before any irreversible deactivation activities proceed; 

• ensure that all practical alternatives to permanent bridge removal and road deactivation are 
fully considered; and 

• confirm that the Province has appropriately evaluated the cumulative legal, environmental, 
economic, recreational, and community impacts associated with the proposed 
deactivation. 

We recognize that government is often required to balance competing priorities. However, we 
believe those decisions are strongest when they are informed by meaningful engagement with 
those most directly affected. 

It is our sincere view that the Province has an opportunity to demonstrate leadership by bringing the 
relevant ministries and stakeholders together to discuss practical solutions before decisions with 
permanent consequences are implemented. 

Recognizing the importance of informed decision-making, the Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition 
will be hosting a Ministerial Field Briefing in the Incomappleux Valley on Wednesday, July 8, 2026. 

We respectfully invite you, or a representative from your office, to attend. The field briefing will 
provide an opportunity to hear directly from affected property owners, recreation organizations, 
local governments, businesses, conservation organizations, mineral tenure holders, and 
community members, while experiencing firsthand the landscape and infrastructure that are the 
subject of this decision. 

We remain committed to working collaboratively with your government and continue to believe that 
there is an opportunity to identify solutions that address public safety while maintaining 
responsible access, supporting environmental stewardship, and protecting the long-term interests 
of British Columbia's rural communities. 



We respectfully request your response and assistance in facilitating meaningful engagement 
between the Province and the Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

On behalf of the Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition 

cc: 

• Hon. Ravi Parmar, Minister of Forests 

• Hon. Mike Farnworth, Minister of Transportation and Transit 

• Hon. Randene Neill, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 

• Hon. Tamara Davidson, Minister of Environment and Parks 

• Hon. Jagrup Brar, Minister of Mining and Critical Minerals 

• Hon. Brittny Anderson, Minister of State for Local Government and Rural Communities 

• Members of the Incomappleux Stakeholder Coalition 

• Arrow Lakes ATV Club 
• Arrow Lakes Ridge Riders Snowmobile Club 
• Association of Mineral Exploration BC 
• ATVBC Quad Riders Association of BC 
• BC Powersports Dealers Association 
• BC Snowmobile Federation 
• BC Wildlife Federation 
• David Oliver, Community Member 
• Four-wheel Drive Association of BC 
• Incomappleux River Ranch Inc. 
• Jack Denny, Local resident and prospector  
• John Mirko, Local resident and mining claim holder 
• Kim and Chris Hubert, Landowners  
• Louise Stanway, Landowner 
• Nakusp Rod And Gun Club 
• Public Land Use Society 
• Revelstoke ATV Club 
• Trout Lake Recreational Club 
• Trout Lake Retreat 
• Windsor Hotel in Trout Lake 

 


