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Reference: 285471
June 15, 2026
VIA EMAIL: executivedirector@atvbc.ca

Kristin Parsons, Executive Director
Quad Riders ATV Association of BC

Dear Kristin Parsons:

Thank you for your letter of May 15, 2026, to Minister Parmar, regarding the
Incomappleux Forest Service Road deactivation and bridge removal. I have been asked
to respond.

The Selkirk Forest District will continue with the planned deactivation of the
Incomappleaux Forest Service Road (FSR). Funding has been secured, and work is
scheduled to commence this summer to address ongoing safety concerns, failing
infrastructure, and environmental risks.

With respect to your references to Ombudsman file 22-0196368 and the 2022 legal
correspondence, we are unable to discuss these matters with third parties. We are also
not aware of any active Freedom of Information requests related to the Incomappleux
FSR. If you believe there are outstanding requests, please provide the applicable file
numbers for our review.

Jurisdiction & Legal Status:

The Incomappleaux FSR was transferred from the Ministry of Highways to the Ministry
of Forests in two phases. The first occurred in 1989 when Public Road 70 was formally
closed to establish the FSR. The remaining portion was agreed to in principle in 1994
and fully transferred in 1999/2000. This is reflected in survey plans (e.g., NEP66075 and
NEP19896) registered with the Land Title Survey Authority.

Both the Ministry of Forests and the Ministry of Transportation and Transit confirm that
the road is under the administration and control of the Ministry of Forests. Legislative
mechanisms exist under the Transportation Act (s.60) and the Forest Act (s.121(9)) to
close and discontinue surplus roads.
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Historic Mines:

The Ministry of Forests is working with the Ministry of Environment and Parks which
has issued a Pollution Prevention Order for the Cambourne tailings site. Deactivation
work planned for this summer will not restrict access to the site, and any additional
work anticipated in 2027 can be accommodated. Questions regarding compensation
should be directed to the Ministry of Mining and Critical Minerals.

Access Obligations:

The ministry is not obligated to provide access to private landowners. FSRs are
constructed for industrial purposes and may be used by the public only when the FSRs
are safe and operational. FSRs that are no longer required for industrial purposes are
routinely deactivated.

Third parties may apply under the Land Act for a Licence of Occupation to assume
responsibility for a road. Information is available through FrontCounter BC and the
Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship. However, the Selkirk Forest District
will proceed with deactivation to address liability concerns. Once the FSR is closed and
discontinued, the area will revert to vacant Crown land and may then be subject to
application under the Land Act.

Wildfire Response:

The planned deactivation will not affect wildfire response. The road has been gated
since 2017, and emergency response is currently conducted by helicopter. This aligns
with standard practice in remote areas. The 2024 wildfire in the valley was effectively
managed using aerial response.

Consultation:

The province is fulfilling its legal duty to consult and accommodate First Nations where
potential impacts to asserted or established rights may occur. Consultation is ongoing,
and the Statutory Decision Maker will determine its adequacy.

Conclusion:

Stakeholder engagement has been completed for this deactivation project. The main
intent of stakeholder engagement is to determine if another tenure holder requires
continued use of the road and whether they want to assume responsibility for the road
by way of a Licence of Occupation under the Land Act.

FSRs determined to be surplus to ministry requirements, based on current budgets and
local access planning processes carried out by the District Manager (DM), must be
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deactivated and then discontinued and closed by the DM or prepared for transfer to
another user or agency.

In relation to this specific road, the Ministry of Forests will not consider transferring the
road to another entity due to significant safety concerns and will complete our
deactivation work to relieve ourselves of liability. Once the road is deactivated, it will
become vacant Crown land. It will then be available to make an application for a Licence
of Occupation under the Land Act and assume responsibility for it.

There is no direct mechanism to partner with recreational groups for FSR maintenance.
Maintenance by third parties can only occur through a Road Use Permit, which is
limited to industrial users.

If you have any further questions on this issue, please reach out to the Selkirk Forest
District by email at FOR.SelkirkDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca.

Again, thank you for writing to share your concerns.

Sincerely,

Jamie Jeffreys, R.P.F.
Assistant Deputy Minister

pc:  Honourable Ravi Parmar, Minister of Forests
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